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EDITORIAL DISCLAIMER
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or artwork submitted, FAN cannot be held responsible for any loss or
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Editor’s Page

BY DENNIS BARESCO

NOW WAIT JUST A MINUTE!
Some things you just can’t let pass
without comment. That’s the way I
felt after reading Margaret Wente’s
column, “Can environmentalism be
saved from itself?”” (Globe & Mail,
Nov 27, 2010). In it — and referring
to the “environmental movement”
— she states, in her typical self-
assured way: “For years, its activists
neglected almost everything but
climate change.” Her message

was that we have been doing
practically nothing useful — that
before they were sucked into the
giant vortex of global warming,
environmentalists did useful things.”
Things like working to protect
nature from direct threats. Back
then, we “believed in conservation
— conserving this beautiful planet
of ours from the worst of human
despoliation.” Her final advice:
“Please grow up, people. You have
important work to do.”

Well, sorry Margaret, but you really
must get out more. Naturalists and
environmentalists across Canada
have increased their focused efforts

for the conservation of habitat

and species, not slowed, stopped
or ignored them as claimed in

her column. She apparently

hasn’t noticed our continuous
accomplishments, probably
because, compared to the climate
change issue, we are grossly
underfunded, have a very difficult
time getting the media’s attention
and have a volunteer base that is
stretched to the limit. Yes, we “have
important work to do” — and we're
doing it! She should probably go
ask Nature Canada, Bird Studies
Canada, or any of the provincial
umbrella groups like Ontario
Nature or Nature Alberta, what
we're up to — and then start paying
attention to us and the work we're
doing!

That’s the message I sent to her
and the Letters section of the Globe
& Mail. Tt wasn’t published, but I
know Margaret reads her e-mails,
so perhaps next time she may
think a little bit before making
sweeping pronouncements about
the environmental movement.

She listed some of the important
things environmentalists did, as if
we no longer did them, such as:
“protested against massive Third
World dams that would ruin both
natural and human habitats . . .
warned about invasive species and
diseases that could tear through
our forests and wreck our water
systems. ..fought for national

parks and greenbelts and protected
areas.” However, on a local, regional,
provincial and national level, all
those things, and a great many more,
are steadfastly being addressed by
environmental groups.

Many letters to the Editor pointed

out that if we do not do something
about climate change, all the other
“important work” will eventually
become irrelevant. Very true, but that
doesn’t address Margaret’s point, and
I wish the Globe & Mail had included
some comments that did.

Also true is her statement: “The
delusional dream of global [politicall
action to combat climate change is
dead. ... Public interest in climate
change has plunged, and the

media have radically reduced their
climate coverage.” Because of this,
she said, “The biggest loser is the
environmental movement.” Well no,
Margaret. The generation or two
following ours and a healthy natural
world helping provide quality of life
to its inhabitants (human and wild) are
the biggest losers. The death of global
action, plunging of public interest and
minimal attention span of the media
does not change reality, regardless

of how much politicians, the public
and the media attempt to delude
themselves.

Meanwhile, my final advice to
Margaret, politicians, the media and
all who behave like spoilt brats is:
“Please grow up, people. You have
important work to do.”

THERE ARE MANY EXCELLENT REASONS WHY NATURALISTS WORK SO HARD TO PROTECT THE
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT; IN THE PHOTO ARE TWO OF THEM. IAN FOSS
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Coyotes, Foxes and Long-
tailed Weasels

While the Long-tailed Weasel was placed
on the list of endangered species in
Alberta, there has never been a lack of
Coyotes. In fact, they are everywhere.
Are the two connected? In the Spring
2010 issue [Nature Alberta. Vol 40, # 1;
pg 4], Dawn Dickinson expresses a doubt
[in response to Dr Dekker’s Letter to

the Editor, “Coyote Density”], although
she does not appear to have any first-
hand knowledge on the subject of canid
predation on mustelids.

Who has ever seen a pair of Coyotes
teaming up to catch a weasel in open
country? Well, T have. T also know first-
hand that our (supposedly rare) weasels
now climb trees and bushes at the least
sign of danger. I consider this an anti-
predator response, to get away from their
canid enemies. There indeed is good
scientific evidence that Coyotes (and foxes)
are deadly on weasels, not just here but in
the USA and Europe.

For instance, I have closely followed the
invasion of Red Foxes in Holland. In a
very large coastal national park, where
there were no foxes at all before and
plenty of Weasels, Stoats, and Polecats,

all of these mustelids became very rare
soon after foxes arrived and became
common. The Stoat (the equivalent of our
Long-tailed Weasel) went locally extinct.
Researchers were puzzled. They too had
seen the last of the weasels climb trees.
This pointed to a shortage of rodents,

the biologists thought. And by way of
explanation, they wrote in their papers
that the weasels apparently were starving
and now forced to hunt for birds and bird
nests in the bushes. In correspondence

On the Covers:

FRONT COVER

The Castle-Crown is one of the most naturally
amazing regions in Alberta. As the Feature Story
illustrates (pg 20), there seems to be no end to
the ecological splendour. Opportunities which
respect nature abound for people to enjoy the
Castle-Crown, including hiking the high country.
Perhaps even more amazing is that the Castle-
Crown, as a site of international significance, has
so very little permanent protection.

INSIDE FRONT COVER

Like the Castle-Crown, Waterton Lakes
National Park, its neighbour, is a godsend
for photographers. Rick Price has spent
much time there with his cameras and, as
the photo shows, has been well rewarded!

INSIDE BACK
COVER

And a great time
was had by all!
Nature Alberta’s
September Board
meeting at Deer
Valley Meadows
took Directors and
guests where naturalists are supposed to be:
in nature! See the story on pg 9.

Important Bird Areas, like Eagle Lake, are
precisely that: areas of great importance for
birds. Such areas exist across Alberta. If you
would like to be involved in stewardship of
IBAs, let Nature Alberta know! See the story,

pg 27.

When you are as tiny as a hummingbird and fly all the way

to Mexico for the winter, you need all the nectar you can get.
However, a “hummer” also eats smaller insects and spiders, many
of which it finds on the nectar flowers: hors d'oeuvres, perhaps?

P BACK COVER

9 Black Bears, like Grizzlies, are omnivores,
eating virtually anything that could be classed
as food. Perhaps somewhat surprising is that
about 80% of their diet is vegetarian. In
autumn, ripe berries are favoured, along with
insects and nuts — or whatever happens to
wander by their claws!
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with them T pointed out -- based
on my Alberta observations -- that
tree-climbing by weasels is an
anti-predator strategy to escape
from the fox. This view is now
well accepted in Holland and
elsewhere. Today the stoat is

still practically extinct in coastal
Holland where the fox is king.

As to Red Foxes and Coyotes in
Alberta, T have written widely
about their running battle,
observed at first hand over many
years. In British Columbia, 1
interviewed several naturalists
and government zoologists. Those
with long-term field experience
confirmed that the Red Fox, once
locally common, disappeared after
the relatively recent arrival of its
bigger and aggressive cousin.

DICK DEKKER, PH.D.

National Parks Priorities?

I have just received my copy of
the Summer issue. You've done
a great job as usual. I loved

the article about the Woodland
Caribou in Jasper.

Are you familiar with some of
the changes proposed for the
area around Cameron Falls in
Waterton? Parks Canada wants to
enlarge the parking lot in order
to accommodate “large buses and
horse trailers”!!!! Many trees have
already been cut down. A petition
was circulated this past summer
and many people have already
voiced their discontent with the
project. I have attached a photo
of a plaque that is located along

WHAT ARE NATIONAL PARKS?

ENT OF - THIS

THEM UNTMPAIRED

the highway down to Belly River.
You can see how enlarging paved
parking lots at the expense of
green space fits right in with the

Let me know if there is anything I
can do for the cause.

SANDRA HAWKINS

T,
AND

FOR

EDITOR’S NOTE:

Dr Dekker and Dawn Dickinson (a Nature Alberta Director) have started an interesting discussion. I invite readers of
Nature Alberta to join in the dialogue with your thoughts, whether from a professional aspect or through personal
experience. In particular, we would be interested in the Alberta situation; for example, are there substantial differences in
different parts of Alberta from what Dr Dekker has observed? Please email your thoughts to wildhavn@memlane.com.

Advertising in Nature Alberta

Full details, including rates and sizes,
are available at:

Nature Alberta is now accepting a limited

number of advertisements for future issues. .
online: www.naturealberta.ca

Ad rates vary from $35 (business card size) to

$249 (full page), X2 for colour.

email: na@naturealberta.ca
phone: (780) 427 - 8124
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Withdrawn. . .temporarily!

In late November, the Alberta
Government withdrew Bill 29,

the updated Alberta Parks Act,
following province-wide anger. The
new Act would have essentially
left ecological protection of our
parks up to the whims of the Parks
Minister (which means the whims
of Cabinet elites, in essence). It
would have given the government
legal authority to pretty well do
whatever it wants, behind closed
doors, with only a requirement for
public ‘notice’ rather than public
consultation and hearings.

Tourism, Parks and Recreation
Minister Cindy Ady said the
province would talk with

stakeholder groups over the next
while and then reintroduce the

bill, with some amendments, in the
spring. However, she insisted that
she will not scrap the bill altogether:
“I'm not starting at square one,” said
Minister Ady.

The Minister’s statements ignore the
fact that many different groups have
spent the past few years talking
and providing detailed input to
Parks about parks and protected
areas — and an overwhelming
majority of Albertans in general
have been very clear in expressing
their desire for more protection and
more parks. More talk seems to be
just a desperate attempt to placate

Perfect Storm for Alberta Caribou

A new Alberta Caribou ‘policy’,
which does nothing to protect
severely-threatened woodland
caribou, is one more nail in
the coffin for this beleaguered
species. An open-door policy
on tar sands development, and
proposed changes to protected
areas legislation in Bill 29 guarantee
doom for woodland caribou in
north-eastern Alberta.

“The draft policy guarantees that
caribou are doomed, and caribou
protection will never prevail in
land-use decisions,” says Cliff
Wallis, AWA President. “Despite
knowledge of critical caribou
habitat, everything government has
said or done shows they have no
intention of protecting that habitat.”

DAVE FAIRLESS

“New development is allowed,
new cutting is allowed, new
roads are allowed,” says Wallis.
“Nothing is getting turned down
except new protected areas for
caribou and stronger legislation
for protected areas. It’s full speed
on development and go slow on
protection.”

and patronize Albertans. As Red Deer
Advocate columnist Bob Scammell
said, Bill 29 “continues the trend of
this government to weaken the few
environmental protections that are in
place and ignore the wishes of the
people in favour of corporations and
development.”

A coalition of groups is fighting the
proposed bill, including Nature Alberta,
the Alberta Wilderness Association,
Stewards of Alberta Protected Areas
Association [see article pg 39), Canadian
Parks and Wilderness Society and the
Sierra Club. It is not an exaggeration

to say that at stake is the natural and
ecological integrity of Alberta’s entire
parks and protected areas system.

For more information, contact
Nigel Douglas, AWA’s conservation
specialist, at (403) 283-2025.

—From AWA News Release (Nov 24,
2010): “Perfect Storm for Alberta’s
Caribou: Bill 29, Tar Sands, and Another
Worthless Caribou Policy”
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SLS LOGGING ROAD CUTBLOCK ON THE WAY TO
COMMONWEALTH CREEK. JOHN MCFAUL

Spray Lake Sawmills Goes for Certification

Spray Lake Sawmills (SLS) has
decided to work towards Forest
Stewardship Council (FSC)
certification. The work necessary is
similar to the work done voluntarily
by SLS in the McLean Creek area a
few years ago.

SLS is a private, family-owned
company that has been logging in
what is now known as Kananaskis
Country for more than sixty-seven
years. Many of the recreational
trails in Kananaskis Country were
created when the areas were
logged. Some log haul roads in the
bush are “put back” to re-grow,
but many are now used as part of
the hiking, cycling, cross-country

Mackenzie Gas Project

In November, the Governments
of Canada and the Northwest
Territories released their final
response to the environmental
assessment of the proposed
Mackenzie Gas Project.

skiing, equestrian and off-highway
vehicle trails system there.

SLS has indicated that they

are always willing to discuss
concerns that are brought to

them. They have been certified for
many years under the industry-
initiated program, ForestCare,
where they have achieved high
scores for their sustainable forest
practices. Check out: www.
spraylakesawmills.com/.

FSC is a voluntary international
certification and labeling system
indicating that the forest products
you purchase come from
responsibly managed forests and
verified recycled sources. Under

Despite claiming they

have accepted most of

the recommendations, the
Governments have actually
accepted only 11 of the 115
recommendations from the

FSC certification, forests are certified
against a set of strict environmental and
social standards, and fibre from certified
forests is tracked all the way to the
consumer through the chain of custody
certification system. The end result is
products in the marketplace carrying
the FSC ‘check-tree’ logo. Consumer
demand for FSC-certified products
encourages forest managers and owners
to become FSC-certified. Independent
third-party auditors conduct all FSC
certification audits. For details on FSC,
go to: www.fsccanada.org/.

Joint Review Panel that studied
the environmental impacts of the
proposed Project.

The governments’ response

plainly dismisses the principles of
sustainable development by rejecting
recommendations on the grounds that
they would constrain development.
The governments’ refusal to commit
to implementing all of the Panel’s
recommendations creates the
unsustainable conditions that the
Panel warned about in October.

Nature Canada is deeply concerned
about the devastation that could

be unleashed on important wildlife
areas across the Northwest Territories
as a result of the Government’s
aggressive stance against the Panel
recommendations. Nevertheless, the
National Energy Board approved the
project in December.

From Nature Canada, Thursday Nov 18, 2010




Potatogate!

The Alberta Government’s proposed
sale of 25 sections (16,000 acres)

of public land in southeastern
Alberta to SLM Spud Farms for
growing potatoes created a unified
outcry seldom seen before. Almost
everyone was appalled by this
unsavory deal.

There were so many reasons why
so many objected that it was hard
to keep count, among the reasons:
the massive loss of native prairie
and associated wildlife; loss of
fine grazing land; loss of hunting
and other recreation opportunities;
already a glut of potatoes; huge

Running over Nature

HABITAT FOR??22?? WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

amount of water required; the
lack of openness, transparency

or opportunity for public input; it
was bad for Alberta; it flew in the
face of the Land Use Framework
process; and the government didn’t
even follow their own standard
procedures for sale of public land.
The media reported the issue
fully, with many commentators
expressing sincere anger.

The government’s response to
the outcry was somewhat bizarre.
They misrepresented the role

of conservation land trusts. The
premier maintained there is no

“WHERE THE DEER AND THE ANTELOPE ONCE
PLAYED"? RICK PRICE

Every so often, an ad appears on TV are quads, trucks, 4 x 4’s, SUV’s,

or in magazines showing a roaring
vehicle of some kind excitedly
challenging that formidable foe,
Mother Nature — oft times, in the
process, damaging Mother Nature.
In many cases, it appears that the
activity could be illegal and contrary
to a wide variety of legislative
protections.

Most recently, ads for Jeep showed
a vehicle driving in a creek (or
river). Nature Alberta (NA) sent a
letter to Jeep Canada expressing
our concern about an ad which
appeared to promote blatant
disregard for the environment. As
an organization, Nature Alberta
advocates responsible use of off-
highway machines, whether they

snowmobiles or any other type of
vehicle. Ads like these send the
wrong message entirely, especially
to younger drivers. NA stated in the
letter that we “would hope Jeep
Canada would be more responsible
in the future in its advertising of
products, in not promoting practices
that create ecological damage.”

It should be noted that such

ads may have been produced

on authorized or established
watercourse fords and trails, or on
a manufacturer’s test field. Still, the
message being delivered is one of
conquering nature wherever we
wish to go — authorized or not.

A JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE IN ACTION (NOT |
FROM THE AD). WIKIPEDIA COMMONS |

law requiring public input or even the
informing of Albertans of public land
for sale before it's gone. The Minister
suggested that the province has been
selling land like this for 100 years, so
what’s the problem? The government
was either clutching at straws — or truly
convinced that Albertans have no right
to question or even know what the
government is doing with land we own.

In early November, SLM Spud Farms
withdrew the application, allegedly at
the urging of the government. This freed
the government from admitting anything
and freed them from setting a precedent
by turning the proposal down; it allows
them to continue whatever land policies
and methods they wish. Nature Alberta
volunteers and staff worked very hard
on this issue; we will continue to stay
on top of it because it is likely that the
issue is only delayed, not over. Vigilance
is the byword.

Naturalists can make a difference when
they see such ads simply by writing
the manufacturer and/or the media
outlet. Equally important is to contact
Advertising Standards Canada and
lodge a complaint; that can be done
electronically at www.adstandards.com.
You could also tell your nearest dealer
of the vehicles involved. A copy of
Nature Alberta’s letter can be found on
our website (www.naturealberta.ca).

-
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The “field guide” is $6.75 and is available at

Wildbird General Store, Geoscience Publishing
(Box 79088, Sherwood Park AB T8A 553) and
other bookshops in Edmonton.

Birds of Western Canada:
A Funny Field Guide

BY BRIAN HITCHON AND STEVE FERCHAUD

A cute little 28-page booklet, called Birds of Western
Canada: A Funny Field Guide, has been put out by
Geoscience Publishing. The booklet is 28 pages of
cartoons “for the birdwatcher who wants a different
description of western Canadian birds to assist in their
identification.” The cover, which illustrates a Northern
Shoveler, gives the reader the idea of what it’s all about.

Nature Alberta

Celebrating our natural heritage!

Nature Alberta welcomes submissions of articles, photos, humour and other suitable material on Alberta’s
natural history. Submission guidelines for articles and photos are available on the NA website at

www.naturealberta.ca.
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A RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRD
FILLING UP BEFORE
CONTINUING SOUTH FOR
THE WINTER; SEE STORY,
PG 8. CATHY MOUNTAIN

ALONG THE WEST SHORE OF EAGLE LAKE; SEE “EYES ON IBAS" STORY,

PG 27. CHUCK PRIESTLEY

JUDY BOYD AND OTIS WERE BOTH BIG HITS AT THE NATURE ALBERTA SEPT
MEETING. SEE THE STORY AND MORE PHOTOS, PG 9. JORDAN BROWN
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